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SARAH PALIN,
S o GOVERNOR
_ DEPARTMENT OF LAW 1031 WEST 4™ AVENUE, SUITE 360
e ANCHORAGE; Amsmpsl__f(f{ 1994
‘OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL; 'ﬁ;‘?ﬂp 072787032
April 3,2008

Dear: Mz Albert:

Thank you for your letter of Fchruary 16, 2008:011 behalf of Fourth Avenue
Gambell Associates {Fourth: Avenue) We belleve that the State is fairly
adminjstering its hazardous substance:law in this instance: We-can assure- you that
thc ate has not ignored . Skinner Corporation; Northern Commercial Company,
an g facilities-or NC Mathinéry’s past involvement inhe site. The State
' d-research: it eseparties’ statis and has fss led g potential liability
detenmnauon t@ Sk _ner Corporaaon "based upeofi thi;

With respect to. dey: cleanmg compaﬂ"”’f';_;ﬁ.’_' e B e oo
=preperty, research has resulted in ng 1eads as

and the transfer @f
nner Cerporation,, in:
g Tty CC, executing a
:promissery note for the balance B n..‘_‘the sale, As secr 2C received a deed
‘of trust from Eourth Avenue. In the early 19907s, Fourth vetiue! informed NCC of
‘the presence of contamination: on the pmperty It appears. that in 1994 NEC
‘changed its -name ‘o ‘SC: Distribution Co: and months | later; SC Distribution Co.
jadopted aresolution dissolving itself and distributing assets: to thie sole shateholder
‘and xequlrmg all actions against SC Distributionto be. brought-in 2 years. In. carly
2001, there is evidencé that SC Distribution Co. assigned the Deed of Trust to
Skmner Corpotation.

-

We did not-take these Tacts at face value-and further investigation raised 4.
number of questions. For instanice, a letter from NCT fy-Company dated
March 23, 1977 to The State.of Aiaska states that'Skinner Corporation purchased
NCCon December 30, 1976 aund is the sole- sharehalder of record In addition; the
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assignment -of the deed of trust by SC Distribution Co. wag signed by Paul W:
Skinner as President, so he may have been president of :SC Distribution and
Skmnm (.,orpera; 1t at the saine time. Also, documents reldted: to the: name

' - SC ?1but10n Ca m 1993 are sm}bd by Skmner:

-mtelest to SC D;stmbunﬁn 'Co formerly kno\m as”Northern Cc)mmercxa}

‘Company....”

With tespsct fo NC. Machinery, research -indicates that prlm o 1994,
NCC’s Seaftle based industiial arm was NC:Machinery/NC Marine. This arm of
ihie comnpan appeats to have been sold'in 1994, when documents:state that-a third-
genieration fait ﬂy owned Tractor: & Equipment Co. ‘took the reins at NC |
Machmery Co: in 1994 and by 2000, the Harnish Group, Inc. owned 100% of the
shares.

~As:I am sure:you appreciate, pursuing: defumet corporations and/or sales of
_corpara ons and seekmg to prove sorporate successorshxp ‘complex and
 Propo; ‘11*0:1 e A,laska the general rule is Ih&t Wh"en a,company seils ali

transfer axnaufits to Iittle more than a sha
Ps "’ngthese' cepti

‘dzscovery of decuments and depomtmns of c@rpomte off Cers.

As 1§ ofteit the cagewith. contazmnatcd properties, th@ cntlues that mdy have
origm lyrcontammated the: property are €ither insolvent of fio longer ifr:

owner. of the property as. opposed to nnposmg these costs on
That sdid, if there are no ﬁnanc:{aﬂy solvetit: responsible pa_rtl__ "

action on: ifs own: to investigate and cleanup -a site: utﬂmmg the state 011 and
hazardous: substance reloase prevention and response fund.

We stand yéady to aésist in the investigation of_Ibm WLOL -

operators through the use of authdrized DEC’s. admlmstraﬁvc subﬁoena authomtv,
if necessary. [ have enclosed a copy. of he: reievant research: cenducte@l by the
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State to date. We howe‘ver, look:to the current: property owner‘to undertake that
the major labormg oar in developing the case against these other partiés:

Again. thank you for your letier dnd if you. should have any further
questions, please:feel-free to call at 2695274,

Siticérely,

‘ ss stant ‘Attorney General

JAC/ayh
Enclosureag stared
o H@n Johti Hams Speaker: of the House of; Representatives. (/o

Talis Colbérg, Esq , Attorney General {(w/oenclosures, by esmail).







